1837U              JAMES FENIMORE-COOPER                 369

and got through my business here,  for the moment.
Money is much more plenty.

Harry Jones was at Albany; he tells me he has been
ten months absent from home during the last year. This,
you will perceive, my dear check-mate, is a little worse
than I have been.

We had a pleasant party in the stage, particularly in
Gen. Swift and a Mr. Sanford, a young lawyer of this
place, who is, decidedly, a man of talents.

The Mediator is a fine ship, but like a true sailor, Bill
pays homage to the Montreal. The forecastle is a very
good one, infinitely better than that in which I was
immured, and Bill has one of the best berths in it. He
tells me he felt no uneasiness about himself while ill, and
that the sailor who died, did not die until he was nearly
well. Five of the seamen and about twenty of the pas-
sengers had the disease, which appeared when they were
fifteen days out. He himself was taken seventeen days
out, and was off duty three weeks. He has been on pay
ever since he arrived, doing duty the whole time. No
swearing or coarseness is allowed in the ship. Mr. Pash-
ley, the pilot, found him out, and was very attentive to
him.

With kindest love to all, I am, dear check-mate,

Yours

J. F. C.

TO MRS. COOPER, COOPERSTOWN

D                    ' Head's, Wednesday, Jan. 25th, 1837

I got here on Saturday, and we are at work. I shall not
remain to finish the book, but long enough to get through
with a good deal, and to make my arrangements. I think
I shall be home in the course of next week.hear from
